ALYSIA BURTON STEELE, PH.D.
Pulitzer-Prize–winning Journalist • Author • Program Manager 
• Community Engagement Leader • Oral Historian • Educator  
Alysiasteelephd@gmail.com

CORE SKILLS
· Community Engagement, Partner Collaboration, and Volunteer Leadership
· Program & Project Management (multi-partner, multi-deadline)
· Event, Workshop and Planning, Public Speaking
· Budget Management & Grant-Funded Program Oversight
· Oral History, Interviewing, Multimedia Production and Management
· Adobe Creative Cloud: InDesign, Photoshop, Lightroom, Audition, Premiere Pro
· AP Writing Style, Writing, Editing, and AI familiarity and ChatGPT
· Microsoft Office, PowerPoint, Keynote, Canva, Google Suite, Zoom, eLearning, 
and Curriculum Development
· Social Media Messaging and Advocacy Storytelling

COMMUNITY WORK & ADVOCACY

Community Educator & Program Collaborator
NAACP – Lee County Branch, Tupelo—Mississippi
2024–Present
· Design and teach bi-monthly African American Women’s History and Civil Rights classes tailored for working adults and community members. Collaborate with leadership on programming and community needs.
· Support volunteer coordination and outreach for programs focused on civic engagement and public education, specifically related to the youth

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Associate Professor of Journalism (Tenured)
University of Mississippi — Oxford, MS
First Black tenured faculty member in the School of Journalism & New Media (2020)
· Chaired graduate and undergraduate theses and capstone projects. Designed and taught courses in multimedia production, podcasting, oral history, race in the media, and African American Women’s History, with a focus on community-centered storytelling. Led students in creating multimedia work that centers the voices of Black women, elders, LGBTQ+ individuals, and other marginalized communities.
· Served as academic advisor to over 45 graduate and undergraduate students, hiring committees, chaired committees, performed service, and conducted research. 
Community Engagement & Volunteer Leadership
· Founder and Organizer of Lens Collective, a multi-year, volunteer-driven immersive multimedia workshop engaging 60+ students from a dozen colleges, recruited community volunteers and interns annually to document stories in vulnerable Mississippi Delta communities.
· Recruited, trained, and mentored volunteers in ethics, voice empowerment, interviewing skills, and collaborative team-building multimedia production.
· Built collaborative partnerships with Emmy- and Pulitzer-Prize-winning journalists, local community leaders, heritage organizations, and community groups to support program goals and community engagement.

Co-founder & Community Partner — Delta Jewels Oral History Project
Partnered with Mississippi Delta National Heritage Area and the Delta Center for Culture
and Learning at Delta State University 
Mississippi Delta Region & National Book Tour
Traveled more than 12,000 miles in fieldwork to publish Delta Jewels: In Search of My Grandmother’s Wisdom, across Mississippi to interview and photograph nearly 60 elder Black church mothers, documenting civil rights–era living histories and fostering genuine intergenerational relationships. Built trusting relationships with elders and their families, coordinating visits, interviews, and photo sessions,
· Awarded oral history grant from the Mississippi Humanities Council and the Delta Center for Culture & Learning on funded oral-history and storytelling initiatives.
· Organized and contributed to community dialogues, photo exhibitions, and workshops centered on race, gender, and civil rights histories.
· Presented in 95+ public speaking events and community programs, including TEDx-Jackson, talks at Smithsonian museums, libraries, colleges, national book festivals, and community centers, and churches.
· Coordinated travel logistics, event scheduling, archival workflows, and book-related speaking event. Developed a recognized model for ethical, community-based oral history collaboration that centers participants as co-narrators of their stories.



Deputy Director of Photography, Nights
Atlanta Journal-Constitution — Atlanta, GA
· Coordinated visual assignments and assisted with communications between photographers, reporters, editors, and page designers on tight deadlines. Accountable for visuals for major newspaper sections. Conceptualized long-term projects and visuals.
· Edited hundreds of photographs per day on deadline for the various newspaper sections, including the leading story on the front page. Ensured trauma-informed, ethical representation of communities facing displacement, loss, and systemic inequities.
· Collaborated with various departments for story ideas, visual coverage, and logistics for photographers. Hired contract workers and summer interns. Onboarded new employees.

Photo Editor
The Dallas Morning News — Dallas, TX
· Managed various projects, supervised photo department newsroom teams covering human-rights and disaster recovery stories, including Pulitzer Prize–winning coverage of Hurricane Katrina. Oversaw editorial workflows, schedules, and digital assets.
· Coordinated multiple assignments and projects per day, and fostered stronger working relations and communications between photographers, reporters, editors, and community sources on extremely tight deadlines.Oversaw editorial workflows, schedules, and digital asset management 

Photo Editor / Photojournalist
The Columbus Dispatch — Columbus, OH
· Edited visual coverage in real time, with photographers and cross-desk collaboration. 
· Built long-term relationships with residents and grassroots leaders that led to stories prompting civic response and, at times, policy review.
· Mentored early-career journalists, onboarding, training, and helped hire interns.
· Pitched projects, edited daily work with staff photographers, and implemented team recognition initiatives for teambuilding and communication.

EDUCATION
· Ph.D., U.S. History Post Civil War — University of Mississippi
· M.A., Multimedia—Ohio University, School of Visual Communication
· B.A., Journalism — Indiana University of Pennsylvania

HONORS & RECOGNITION
· Pulitzer Prize, Breaking News— Team Coverage, The Dallas Morning News
· Author, Delta Jewels: In Search of My Grandmother’s Wisdom (Hachette)
· National recognition and NPPA and SPJ awards 

